
 

Living from day to day: Food insecurity, complexity, and coping in Mutare,
Zimbabwe

   
   
   
Abstract:

In Zimbabwe, unpredictable conditions associated with structural and institutional factors exacerbated the
combined effects of structural violence, economic and political instability, and climate change in the mid
2000s, contributing to widespread food insecurity. Drought, food shortages, and government settlement
policy affecting both rural and urban populations has yielded a national human rights crisis. Drawing on
ethnographic research conducted in Mutare, southeast Zimbabwe, in 2005-2006, the authors illustrate the
flow-on effects of drought and government policy on the livelihoods of households already suffering as a
result of the social impacts of AIDS, and how people in a regional city responded to these factors, defining
and meeting their basic food needs in diverse ways.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03670244.2012.661328   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security

Extreme Weather Event: Drought

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Food Access/Distribution

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Rural, Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Africa

African Region/Country: African Country

Other African Country: Zimbabwe
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Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Malnutrition/Undernutrition

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Other Vulnerable Population: People with HIV/AIDS

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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